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When the chiefs of the government office received orders to
that effect, they calculated the amount, and answered that
they did not possess near so much wheat as was required. God
here sends you three qualities, so that you may select one of
them for yourself and leave the two .
Theextraordinaryliteraryactivityofthosetimesmaybeillustratedbythefollowingpassagedroppedcasuallyintothebiographicalnotice
He says also,' continued the eunuch, 'that he cannot complete
the piece, and will give a rich present to anyone who adds to
it a second couplet to his satisfaction. I had a companion of
whom I was never tired, who suffered in my service, and
laboured with assiduity; whilst we were together I never saw
him; and when he appeared before my eyes, we had parted for .
ThusitistoldofIbnBakiya,thevizier,thatinthespaceoftwentydayshedistributedtwentythousandThis
person expressed his desire to know how there could, in that
case, be anything more exalted than the lowest heaven?
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